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Res Dam plan calls
for fewer lost trees

‘BY ROBERTO SCALESE '
® STAFEWRITER

There’s a hew plan for the
Reservou Dam —trees includ-
ed.

Under state order to repair

the dam to prevent a cata-
strophic breects; Arlington has
been working on a new Res
Dam over the past few years.
Res enthusiasts have lament-
ed the idea of removing all of
the dam’s trees to improve the
structure and spillway. Spe-

cialists may have found a-solu-

tion.

The “idea, according " to
Weston “and Sampson engi-
neet Mark Mitsch, is-an I-wall
driven into the embankment.

Instead of leveling all the trees

to reinforce the earthen dam,
the town will drive steel sheets
into the dam, giving the struc-
ture the proper support and
strength needed. -~ -

The top of the sfeel sheet-.
ing will be encased in concrete:

and onky a few inches of that
block would ‘be visible from
the dam’s walking path,

“I have tried very hard to
keep as many trees:as possi-
ble,” said Mitsch. .

Appazently, the only other
dam in the countty with an'I-
wall is in Minnesota, near the
headwaters of the Mississippi
River. Mitsch discovered the
dam while researching alter-

natives for the Arlmgton pro- -

ject.
The new design wﬂ] still
include the new emergency

spillway and the replacement

of the current spillway’s gate.
New bridges.will be installed

over the lllways and will'be

“rd: l1ke 1o move the pro-
ject tora: happy conclusion by
2003,” said Sanchez.

Construction .will require
using 'a vibratory pile-driving.

- hammet
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Sanchez sald he hopes to'have '_

‘to" force the steel
through the. embankment.

The vibrating motion is qu1—l

* eter than a conventional pile
driver.

“Unless you were walking

around  there, I don’t think

yvou'd know it was happen-
ing,” said Mitsch.. “Probably
excavating the trench will be
the loudest.” )
Driving the steel will take
about three months, said
Sanchez. . o :
Parts of the dam near the-
Lexington .line- will require .
geo-technical fabric to keep-
soil from eroding through the
dam along with seeping water,

'sald Mitsch.. In those areas,

there will be more trees lost
than anywhere else.
Cominittee members

stressed the project’s focus is

to .strengthen the dam and .
not to decrease flooding.
Flooding issues must be solved
with work on Mill Brook, said
Res Committee member Leslie.

‘Mayer.

“Nothmg we are going to
do here is going to help the

‘flooding situation improve,”

said Mitsch. “Flooding is not

impacted either way.”

The switch in plans will be
close to cost-neutral, said

‘Mitsch, although the cost of

steels fluctuates. Neither
Mitsch or Sanchez had hard
numbers available for the pro-
ject.




